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Inspiring dreams
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Almost a week into
the strike, readers
share their stories.
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This east-end basket-
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in NBA Live 09.
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■ Patricia Lonergan

With bus drivers picketing, gridlock on major roads, and only nine more
days left to shop before Christmas, east-end residents shouldn’t worry

about having to venture far to purchase gifts.
Shoppers can find just about everything they need right here in Orléans,

says Orléans Chamber of Commerce executive director Peter Stewart.
“You’ve got sports, you’ve got home goods, house wares, furniture,

clothing,” he continues. “The biggest obstacle we have in our commu-
nity to getting people shopping locally is they don’t realize all the dif-
ferent businesses available here.”

The problem, he explains, is that when people think of goods such as
clothing they automatically think of the Rideau Centre or ByWard Market.

“It’s amazing how many times I’ve heard the comment when people
are stuck in traffic because of a snowstorm or bus strike or whatever, and

they are inching along and they have time to look and they go, ‘Wow, I did-
n’t know that was there,’ or ‘Oh, that’s where that is; I’ve seen their ads in the

local paper,’” Stewart says. “People are just so rushed they get into a routine.
I think we sort of almost have to break them of that and say, ‘Hey, take a look
at what else is out there.’”

Not only are there abundant options in Orléans, shopping within the com-
munity also helps boost the local market.

According to Market Research Corp. general manager Barry Nabatian,
whether shoppers frequent locally-owned establishments or buy locally-pro-
duced goods, both benefit the economy.

“With locally-owned stores obviously the money stays in the community
to support local people, local charities, local employment, taxes, etc.,”
Nabatian says, noting profits at chain stores ultimately go to shareholders.

Continues on page 3
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Orléans Chamber of
Commerce executive

director Peter Stewart
says residents can find
just about anything they’re

looking for right here in the
community. Shopping locally,
he and other experts say, also

has a lot of spin-offs that 
benefit both the local economy

and shoppers alike. 
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East-end stores offer plenty of gift-giving options

WRAP UPWRAP UP

SHOP  ORLÉANS
Still looking for that perfect gift?
Community businesses have something
for everyone. Browse this issue to see
what local stores have to offer.

something localsomething local


